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Our Mission Statement
The mission objectives of the Department of Physics and Astronomy are:


to recruit outstanding and diverse students at the graduate and undergraduate
levels and prepare them for successful careers in physics and related fields,
to maintain active research programs which involve both graduate and
undergraduate students,
to provide quality instruction, including the writing of textbooks for a national and
international readership,
to build close ties with high-tech industries in order to foster research
collaborations and promote economic development at the state
and local level.
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Mission Statement
The Political Science Department prides itself on fulfilling all three areas of the
university’s mission—teaching, research, service.  It devotes itself to studying who
governs and why, how government is organized, and who benefits from the policies
promulgated by government.  This study encompasses local, state, and federal politics
in the United States, governments and politics in all areas of the globe, and how nation
states relate to each other in the international arena.


Political science studies government and politics systematically and rigorously. 
Although many deride politics, very little can occur without action in the political arena.
Everyone looks to government for action in a particular area, such as protecting the
environment, providing education, or securing the national defense.  The study of
political science at UMSL enables one to discern why activity does or does not occur
and whether there are systemic failures or failures of leadership.  Political science
studies the major issues of our time:  individual freedom, equality, democratization,
protection of the weak.  Political science graduates will learn the basic quantitative and
qualitative skills to analyze policies and political possibilities and to go beyond the
headlines in understanding local, national, and global actions.


The Political Science Academy sponsors meetings with academics, politicians,
journalists and others at professors’ homes.  These meetings reinforce regular
coursework and provide entrees into actual political practice.
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Department of Psychology
Mission Statement
The Department of Psychology offers its academic programs on and off campus. It
educates diverse, talented, traditional and nontraditional students who will supply
knowledge, skills, and intellectual leadership in both the private and public sectors.
Bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees are offered.  In addition to traditional
classroom instruction, a number of service learning opportunities are available to
UM-St. Louis psychology students. Active engagement in research and scholarship
enable the psychology faculty to advance knowledge and to impart research methods
and results directly in their classroom teaching.  The psychology faculty is committed
to generating knowledge through research that can be applied to problems at the
regional, state, national, and international level. In addition to laboratory research,
many psychology faculty members are engaged in field research that has practical
implications in the areas of mental health, medicine, and business. The psychology
department also operates three mental health clinics which provide needed services to
local residents at affordable rates. Many psychology faculty members also provide
technical assistance to public and private agencies in the St. Louis region.
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Welcome to the School of Social Work at the
University of Missouri-St. Louis, a growing
school focused on educating leaders of social
service agencies in St. Louis and other
metropolitan areas.


Although our school is relatively young—our
BSW program was accredited in 1979 and our MSW
program in 2002—our faculty have gained national and
international reputations in social and economic
development, child welfare and treatment of addictive
behaviors.


We in the School of Social Work are strongly committed
to providing accessible, affordable and high quality
social work degree programs at the baccalaureate and
master’s levels to a diverse and nontraditional student
body. We are also committed to carrying out research
and scholarship to improve social work knowledge and
to providing community service activities that serve to
enhance the welfare and well-being of the people in the
St. Louis Metropolitan region, the state and other
metropolitan areas.


We are pleased that you are interested in social work
and in UM-St. Louis. Please visit the other pages of this
site to find out more about our excellent faculty and
program. If you have additional questions, please let us
know.


Lois Pierce, PhD
Professor and Director


 


Our Mission
The School of Social Work


mission is to engage faculty and
students in professional


education, research and service
responsive to local, regional,


national and international issues.
Based on social science


knowledge and incorporating
social justice principles, we aim


to educate traditional and
non-traditional students,


advance understanding and
apply knowledge for positive


social change.


Our Vision
The School of Social Work, a


leader of public education in the
region, will engage in social


change through:
- Education of effective leaders
and practitioners in social work


and gerontology
- Public service that promotes


social justice and the well-being
of people


- Research that increases the
understanding of social problems


and social development and
informs practice
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Mission Statement
The University of Missouri-St. Louis is the land-grant research institution committed
to meeting diverse needs for higher education and knowledge in the state’s largest
metropolitan community. Founded in 1963 the University educates traditional and
nontraditional students in undergraduate, graduate and professional programs so
that they provide leadership in the private and public sectors. The UM-St. Louis
Department of Sociology is committed to offering students, the University, and the
St. Louis region the most advanced training in the insights and techniques of
sociological inquiry. >


The Mission


The mission of the sociology department is to increase the critical understanding of
social behavior by teaching students the principles and methodologies of sociology
and to promote research.


1. Prepare students to deal with social problems and issues by:


Understanding scientific principles of sociological approach


Gaining skills in critical thinking and empirical research


Applying scientific principles to concrete social problems


2. Support students to achieve excellence


3. Conduct research to contribute to new knowledge


4. Respond to a changing society by developing innovative programs to meet the
challenging needs
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Mission Statement
Anthropology is the study (logos) of humans (anthropos). It includes cultural
anthropology (the study of living humans and their ways of life) and the related field of
folklore, archaeology (the study of prehistoric and historic human beings), biological
anthropology (the study of the evolution and biology of humans and their nearest
relatives, the primates), and linguistic anthropology (the study of human languages).


Anthropology's mission is to teach citizens about the biological, cultural, and
historical diversity of humanity, to plead for the dignity of cultural and physical
differences, and to insist on an interdisciplinary approach to understanding humanity.


The goal of the Anthropology Department is to gain new knowledge and to teach
about the human condition in all times and places. In these times, we feel a keen
obligation to teach that the greatest differences between people are cultural, not
biological. We understand St. Louis as a microcosm of the world. If we are to meet the
challenges of the "global village," we must strengthen the cultural diversity that is the
basis of our democratic society and, at the same time, work toward mutual
understanding of our legitimate differences. Our objectives are simultaneously local
and international: we want to bring the world to St. Louis and St. Louis to the world.


Diversity of Learners: Through academic programs offered on and off campus, it
educates diverse, talented, traditional and nontraditional students who will supply
knowledge, skills, and intellectual leadership in both the private and public sectors.


The whole community is our student body; the whole world is our textbook.
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Our Mission
The Institute for Women’s and Gender Studies has
three central missions:


to provide a comprehensive undergraduate &
graduate gender studies curriculum
to support research on gender and women’s
issues
to sponsor events and provide community
outreach


Institute faculty engage in disciplinary and
interdisciplinary scholarship to enhance our
understanding of the ways in which gender, sex, and
sexuality have structured human society and
experience across time and cultures.


 


"One is not born a woman...
or a man. One becomes a


gendered individual."
Simone de Beauvoir, et al.


Summer Course Offerings


Fall Course Offerings
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2002 – 2003 Executive Summary*
Five-Year Reviews of UM-St. Louis Departments and Centers


 
Department: Biology
 
College: Arts and Sciences
 
Departmental and Program Mission: 
The missions of the Department of Biology are to provide undergraduate and graduate academic programs
appropriate for the development of understanding and skills in life science studies and to provide support for
its members in the acquisition and dissemination of new knowledge through scholarship and original research
in the life sciences.  The Department offers B.A. and B.S. degrees at the undergraduate level, M.S. and Ph.D.
degree programs in Cell and Molecular Biology (CMB), M.S. and Ph.D. degree programs in Evolution,
Ecology, and Systematics (EES), and certificate programs in Conservation Biology and Biotechnology.
Strengths and distinguishing characteristics of the program(s): 
The Department of Biology has two endowed Des Lee professorships and one Curators Professor. Each has
an active research program that attracts students and collaborators to       UM-St. Louis.  Two of these
professorships have strong research connections with the Missouri Botanical Garden and the Saint Louis
Zoo.  The Department is also associated with two Centers, the International Center for Tropical Ecology
(ICTE), which is housed entirely within Biology, and the Center for Neurodynamics, which is housed in two
departments, Biology and Physics.  The ICTE excels in its role as a magnet for excellent international
students. It has been particularly successful in attracting funding for these students, in the form of research
scholarships as well as fellowship support.  The graduate programs in EES (Evolution, Ecology, and
Systematics) are especially strong in terms of the numbers of students enrolled (60 Ph.D. students) and their
credentials.   Other notable sectors include the successful Science Education program shared with the College
of Education.
 
Assessment (include trends in student enrollments and degree completions:
Enrollments have declined slightly, but steadily over the 5-year period covered by this review, from totals of
3582 in 1998 to 3180 in 2002.  This decline is explained mostly by enrollments in lower division classes, which
declined over this period from 1687 to 1326.  The 2002-2003 AY enrollments are markedly improved. Graduate
fluctuated more (not a steady decline) and averaged around 65 undergraduates and 24 graduate students per
year.  Several recommendations during the review suggested strategies for improving both sets of numbers.  The
undergraduate curriculum is being revised. Procedures such as structuring consistent and predictable course
schedules are in place to encourage students to progress efficiently towards the undergraduate and graduate
degrees.
 
The review addressed the disparity in size between the EES component of the department (12 FTE regular
faculty) and the CMB component (3.5 FTE regular faculty members), and the corresponding or even more
skewed sizes of their graduate programs.  As the fall 2003 semester begins the department is adding one Assista
Professor in CMB, and is preparing an offer to a senior researcher for an endowed professorship in the CMB
component.  It is essential to maintain a strong CMB faculty.  It is also essential to build connections between th
two components, CMB and EES. The department hopes to accomplish this by focusing future hiring carefully o
people whose research interests link strongly to both areas.
Productivity of faculty in scholarship and public service:
The department contribution to the grant funding and research productivity on campus is healthy and
increasing (almost 2 million dollars during the last fiscal year, and an average of 2 publications annually per
faculty member).   However, research productivity is uneven across research groups.   The department plans
to continue to encourage current faculty and heed the advice from the Review Team to target new hiring in
areas of intense research activity.  Department faculty members are well represented on panels of funding
agencies such as NSF and NIH. They serve as elected officers in national and international societies and hold
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multiple editorships and associate editorships on the boards of national and international professional
publications. 
 
Curriculum Quality:
Department programs include high quality coursework, but scheduling difficulties arise from offering too
many different courses.  The department faculty are revising the curriculum with the intent to eliminate some
courses and consolidate the contents of others with the goal of offering a smaller number of predictable,
modern courses that will offer students sufficient diversity of elective coursework. 
 
Program Accreditation (if any): not applicable
Long-range goals and strategies:
The department faculty is eager work with the campus to help realize the UM-St.Louis research potential in
the rich science environment in metropolitan St. Louis. Based on discussions at meetings with the Campus
Review Team, the external reviewer, and the Academic Officers, goals and strategies that were discussed
include:
 


Strengthening the undergraduate teaching mission by doing a better job of teaching, offering a
predictable schedule of high-quality courses, and engaging students in opportunities outside of the
classroom.
Solidifying connections between the molecular area and the evolution, ecology, and systematics area of
the department.
Hiring faculty in the molecular (CMB) area by targeting areas of cross-interest to research strengths in
evolution, ecology, and systematics (EES). Such hiring may replace the faculty positions of those who
accepted the UM early retirement plan.
Identifying additional staff support to administer effectively the research grants in the department,
Providing sufficient funding for start-up and facility renovation for new faculty hires.
Attracting and supporting graduate students by providing adequate internet access and competitive
graduate student stipends. 
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Department of Chemistry is to carry out and disseminate the
results  of  research  in  fundamental  and  applied  areas  of  chemistry,  to  provide
excellence  in teaching at the  undergraduate  and graduate  levels,  and to  provide
service to the campus and the community.


The mission of the department is fulfilled through the research, teaching and service
activities  of  its  faculty,  staff  and students.  The  department  is  committed to  the
pursuit  of  original  research by  faculty  and  research associates,  and through the
research training of graduate and undergraduate students. The department expects
its  faculty  members  to  disseminate  the  results  of  research  in  peer-reviewed
publications and at scientific meetings, and to secure external funding for the work.
Teaching activities encompass the training of research students, in-depth education
at  the  Ph.D.  and  M.S.  levels,  and  undergraduate  programs leading  to  the  B.S.
(following  either  a  chemistry  or  biochemistry  track)  and  B.A.  degrees.  The
department provides for the needs of professional chemists by providing a non-thesis
M.S. degree option, with courses taught entirely in the evenings, as well as providing
regular evening offerings at the undergraduate level. The faculty and staff are active
in professional  activities at the  local  and national  levels,  including the  holding of
offices in a number of organizations, such as the American Chemical Society, and
serving on editorial boards.


December 2000
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College of Arts & Sciences Mission Statement
The College of Arts and Sciences is the academic core of the University of Missouri-St.
Louis, a public, metropolitan research university that serves Missouri's most populous
and economically and socially diverse region. Through academic programs offered on
and off campus, it educates traditional and nontraditional students who will supply
knowledge, skills, and intellectual leadership in both the private and public sectors.
Active engagement in research and scholarship enables College faculty in every
department to advance knowledge and to impart research methods and results directly
in their classroom teaching. In addition to providing extensive opportunities in general
education and undergraduate and graduate degree programs in many disciplines, the
College emphasizes multi-disciplinary programs in life and environmental sciences as
well as metropolitan and regional studies.
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2001 – 2002 Executive Summary
Five-Year Reviews of UM-St. Louis Departments and Centers


 
Department: Criminology and Criminal Justice
 
College: Arts and Sciences
 
Departmental Mission: The faculty in the department are committed to maintaining and advancing the
Criminology and Criminal Justice Department’s reputation for excellence in teaching and research. In this
regard they will be responsive to the major social influence on their programs, the attention devoted by
policy-makers, the media, and opinion leaders to crime and justice problems. The field has grown in response
to crime problems in the nation and the metropolitan region and the corresponding expansion of the criminal
justice system.
 
Strengths: The department has emerged as a model in terms of its members’ external research funding,
publication productivity, the teaching effectiveness of the faculty, and service in both university-based and
professional bodies. The department is nationally recognized for its programs and research productivity. The
external reviewer noted that the department is “defining national trends in our field and the goals for
successful criminology and criminal justice departments…..this international and national reputation directly
benefits the St. Louis area”.
 
Assessment: Seniors graduating with the major score very well on the Major Field Test in Criminal Justice
offered by the Education Testing Service. They score in the 66th – 75th percentile of all seniors taking the
exam. This places the department in the 87th percentile of all institutions participating in the field exam. Data
from the most recent survey of the American Association of Doctoral Programs in CCJ indicated that UMSL
students score at the mean in the quantitative category, slightly higher in the verbal category, and higher still
in the analytic category. The first four 2001 graduates of the Ph.D. program are currently tenure track faculty
in criminology and criminal justice programs.
 
Goals/Resources: The department plans to propose an applied track in its masters program. It is developing
two on-line versions of existing courses and one new on-line course. With the net revenues from offering
these courses, it hopes to be able to hire new faculty. The department will strive to retain its current faculty
and maintain its productive research and funding momentum. The department wants to attract and maintain a
diverse faculty with more women and minority scholars on its faculty. Its goal is to be a faculty with 18
tenure-track faculty, a goal requiring the addition of five faculty lines in the next five years. The Dean
indicates the department will search for one new position this year.
 
Faculty Productivity: Among the department faculty are two Curator’s Professors, an E. Desmond Lee
Endowed Chair in Youth Crime and Violence, two faculty who have received the Outstanding Young Scholar
Award from the American Society of Criminology, and a past recipient of the Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence in Teaching. In the past year faculty submitted 12 grant proposals; five were awarded totaling
$463,833.
 
Curriculum Quality: The department offers rigorous curricula with a strong common core in each degree
program. It has enjoyed substantial enrollments in nearly every course. Presently, 409 undergraduates are
majors, 54 graduate students are in the M.A. program, and 24 students are in the Ph.D. program. In the past
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year there were awarded 113 B.S. degrees, 10 M.A. degrees, and 2 Ph.D. degrees.
 
Program Accreditation: not applicable
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Mission of the Department 


The mission of the Department of Economics at the University of Missouri-St. Louis is to 
create new knowledge through the research of faculty and to convey knowledge to 
students through undergraduate and graduate programs. By doing so, we give our 
students the tools they need to be successful in their careers and to be effective citizens. 
Further, because we serve a diverse student body, we strive to maintain a culture of 
inclusion so as to provide the highest quality educational experience possible. 


At the B.A. / B.S. level, this training is aimed at critically and objectively analyzing 
issues related to the economy, business, public policy and society. The graduate M.A. 
program in economics seeks to provide rigorous training in economic theory, the 
application of economic theory to real world phenomena, as well as build research skills 
to prepare students for professional careers and graduate school.  
 
Finally, through the Center for Economic Education and Entrepreneurship we serve as a 
resource to the community through applied scholarship and outreach programs.  
 





		Mission of the Department
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Department Mission
The largest humanities department at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, the
Department of English supports the University’s mission by educating its diverse and
talented students in literature, creative expression, critical skills, research methods,
and expository, analytic, and persuasive writing. Its dedicated faculty of teachers,
scholars, and writers is committed to the values of the humanities in both theory and
in practice. It prepares teachers of English and speech/theatre, writers destined for
business, professional, technical, and creative environments, and citizens for lifelong
literacy.
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Welcome to Foreign Languages & Literatures and
the Center for Languages & Cultures


Mission Statement
The Center for Languages and Cultures is dedicated to helping a diverse student
population acquire the linguistic and cultural competence required of informed global
citizens. The CLC assures an ambitious language curriculum in the basic and
intermediate levels of eight languages, and provides the foundation for a major in
French, German, and Spanish. The CLC also houses the English as a Second Language
Program at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. The Center supports the use of
innovative technologies in language learning and provides students with a broad range
of opportunities to build language proficiency both in and beyond the classroom,
including study abroad. The Center for Languages and Cultures also promotes the
professional development of language faculty in order to foster a learning environment
that benefits from the latest research in second language acquisition and pedagogy.


Beth Landers, Director of Language Programs
Jim Karslake, Administrative Associate I


Center for Languages and Cultures
Clark Hall 554


University of Missouri--St. Louis
8001 Natural Bridge
St. Louis, MO 63121


314-516-6240; fax 314-516-6237


Foreign Language & Technology Conference
for Secondary & Higher Education Language Educators


The Department offers instruction in many foreign languages and ESL (English as a
Second Language), with majors and minors in French and Spanish, and a minor in
German. Intensive courses in French, Spanish, and occasionally German are offered
during the summer. French, German, and Spanish are offered in the evening as well.
Students can satisfy the foreign language requirement in additional languages: Arabic,
Chinese, Japanese, Latin, and Ancient and Modern Greek.


Non-discrimination policy: It is the policy of the Department of Foreign Languages and
Literatures to provide equal employment/educational opportunities for all individuals
regardless of race, color, ethnic and national origin, religion, gender, age, disability,
sexual orientation, status as a Vietnam Era Veteran, or any other characteristic not
specifically relevant to job or academic performance. The above policy applies to, and
shall be an integral part of, every aspect of the Department of Foreign Languages
personnel and student policy and practice.


DMCA and other copyright information
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The Department of History believes that the study of
history promotes critical thinking, fosters effective
citizenship, enriches many other fields of study, and
prepares students to assume positions of responsibility
and leadership in an ever more interdependent global
society. Historical research projects involving primary
and secondary materials available in archives, libraries,
and electronic format teach research techniques
valuable in many career areas. In addition, the written
presentation of historical arguments improves students’
analytical and writing skills.


To promote historical understanding and related skills,
the Department will provide high quality instruction for
diverse learners enrolled in the campus’s general
education program, for future secondary school social
studies teachers, other majors, and graduate students.
The Department will accomplish these goals through
the use of regular faculty engaged in research and
publication, teaching, professional and other service, as
well as national and international activities in
partnership with community organizations and
institutions dedicated to fostering historical
understanding.
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Mission Statement
Our mission is a dual mission of research and teaching in computer science and mathematics, as well as service
to the campus and the community.


Our mission as a research department is that our regular faculty members will maintain current and active
research programs. They will publish in scholarly publications and present their research at national and
international conferences. They will try to obtain funding for their research and for training their graduate
students. The research done by the faculty informs their teaching and allows them to bring up to date
information about the field to their graduate and undergraduate students. In addition, their knowledge of cutting
edge research and technology can be shared with local industry and other constituents in the community.


Our website has links that will let you see some of the research activities of our faculty.


As a teaching department, our regular faculty, teaching faculty and adjunct faculty will bring breadth and rigor to
the teaching of computer science, mathematics and statistics. We expect that new teaching methods and
technology will be adopted if they help our teaching mission, and that additional courses will be created as new
fields develop. Our commitment to teaching is from the lowest level of remedial mathematics to the highest
doctoral level. We also teach a number of service courses that help students from other disciplines learn the
computer skills and the mathematics/statistics skills that they need.


Trained experts in computer science/mathematics/statistics are important for the state of Missouri and the nation
as well. Our mission is to encourage students from diverse backgrounds, including mathematically weak
backgrounds, to aspire towards such expertise. Our courses are taught both day and evening in order to
accommodate a variety of students.


A major goal of our BA and BS degrees in mathematics and our BS degree in computer science is to create a
workforce rigorously trained in these fields. In addition, we assist in training future high school mathematics
teachers through our cooperation with the College of Education in the BSEd program. We train students at the
Masters level in both computer science and math, and they go into industry, teaching or research after their
MA/MS. Several such graduates go on to PhD or professional programs. Our PhD program in applied mathematics
has both a computer science option and a mathematics option and is designed to accommodate the working
adult as well traditional students.


As the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science at the University of Missouri -St. Louis, we provide in
the city and county of St. Louis an affordable public education that trains our students with comprehensiveness
and rigor.


 


Dept. of Mathematics and Computer Science - 303 Computer Center Bldg. - One University Blvd. - St. Louis, MO 63121 314-516-5741.   Contact Us
UM-St. Louis is an equal opportunity institution; Part of the University of Missouri System. Report Copyright Problems.


http://www.cs.umsl.edu/index_items/MissionStatement.html


8/26/2008 9:34 PM








 


Our Mission Statement
The Philosophy department is committed to the three
traditional aims of a university: to preserve, increase,
and transmit knowledge and understanding through
teaching, research, and service. This mission thus
supports that of the University of Missouri-St. Louis.
The department meets the needs of the economically
and socially diverse metropolitan area by teaching
traditional and nontraditional students in both
undergraduate and graduate programs so that these
students are prepared to provide leadership in the
health professions, the liberal and fine arts, science and
technology, and metropolitan affairs such as business,
education and public policy. Research by members of
the Department advance knowledge in ethics, logic, and
the history of ideas, as well as contribute to the
understanding of the character of the natural and social
sciences, medicine, art, education, government, and
the criminal justice system. Through outreach and
public service, the faculty contribute to the public
discussion of significant issues and assist in resolving
conflicts and solving problems both nationally and in
the metropolitan area. In these ways, the mission of
the department mirrors both the campus strategic plan
and the University of Missouri's aim to develop a
"learner-centered research university."
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Undergraduate
Advising Hours


Tuesdays 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Thursdays 3-4 p.m.
& by appointment


Contact:
Prof. Andrew Black
ablack@umsl.edu
(314)516-6199
555 Lucas Hall
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